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CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

ACTION REQUESTED:

Approve the award of Bid 20-065, South Central Interceptor Stabilization and Hardening Project, to
Earthwerks Land Improvement & Development Corporation for an amount not to exceed $886,692,
plus a 3% contingency

DEPARTMENT: Water Utilities

SUBMITTED BY: Darrell Blenniss, Director

BOARD/COMMISSION REVIEW:
N/A

BACKGROUND:

The Water Utilities owns and maintains a 2,300 foot segment of large-diameter sanitary sewer along
the West Branch of the DuPage River of which the structural integrity is threatened by ongoing
erosion of the east bank of the river. While the pipe is not in immediate danger, it has been a priority
of Water Utilities to stop ongoing erosion and ensure the pipe is protected for the indefinite future.

For context, one stretch of the bank is eroding at a rate of one foot per year, which will expose the
sanitary sewer to the river within the next several years. Another section of pipe is already exposed to
the channel. Due to the extensive permitting process required for a project of this type, the project
was delayed for a number of years. Now that permits have been obtained, staff believes it is
imperative these issues are addressed in 2020.

The project will be constructed in phases. In March 2020, Water Utilities issued the first phase of the
project, Bid 20-065, South Central Interceptor Stabilization and Hardening Project, to hire a
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contractor to restore a section of the riverbank. Limits of the project are Gartner Road on the north
and Abrahamson Court on the south. The interceptor follows the east bank of the river; work will take
place on Naperville Park District and private property.

DISCUSSION:
Advertisement Date: 03/10/2020 Notices Sent: 228
Opening Date: 04/28/2020 Planholders: 11

Proposals Received: 2

Bids were received from the following vendors:

Vendor Name Proposed Cost
Earthwerks Land Improvement & Development $886,692
Engineer’s Estimate $929,573

Front Range Environmental $1,649,743

Another contractor provided a no bid response because of the current COVID-19 uncertainties and
possibly not having work crews available during the summer months.

The low bid of $886,692 is 4.6% lower than the engineer’s estimate of $929,573. Earthwerks Land
Improvement & Development is a capable contractor with a known history of successfully completing
projects of similar scope.

The completion date of the contract is October 15, 2020.

FISCAL IMPACT:
CIP #: WWO006

Construction for the south-central interceptor sewer hardening and protection project is expensed to
the infrastructure account listed below as part of the capital improvement program. A total of
$4,610,000 is budgeted for WWO006 in 2020. The requested award is within budget.

Account Number Fund Description Total Budget Amount
41251500-551502 \Water & Wastewater $12,119,788

Per Council directive, contingency on construction projects is set at 3% on projects over $500,000
and 5% on projects under $500,000.
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