














 

 

4.  DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK 

A. New windows to be installed in existing openings with casement (for emergency egress) to 

replace original narrow double hung and double hung to replace Colonial Revival era (glass not 

wavy like original windows in house) fixed picture windows in existing bay window. 

New front door and surround to be installed in existing opening and replace Colonial Revival era 

broken pediment detail with simple 5/4” x 6” head and 5/4” x 4” side casing appropriate to the 

Cottage style of the existing house. 

A new one story open covered front porch that was original to the house will be added back to 

the original front façade and been seen from the street. 

A new box bay (4’ wide x 1’ deep), 60’ back from the sidewalk, will be added to the north façade 

of the house and be seen from the street. 

A new 1.5 story addition, 51’-9” back from the sidewalk, to match the scale and proportion of 

the original house will be added to the south façade and be seen from the street. 

B. Architectural asphalt shingles to match existing. 

 Painted wood closed eaves (fascia and soffit) to match existing. 

 Painted 3” exposure wood lap siding to match existing. 

 5/4” x 4” wide painted wood corner boards to match existing. 

Wood, aluminum-clad casement and double hung windows to replace existing windows with 

5/4” x 4” wide painted wood head, casing and sloping sills. 

Rock face concrete block piers and foundation to match existing. 

Painted wood skirting between porch piers with 5/4” x 6” frames and 2” x 2” pickets. 

Painted wood-clad porch beam. 

10” diameter painted wood Doric style porch columns. 

Painted wood porch guardrails with sloping peaked cap, base and 2” x 2” square pickets. 

Painted wrought-iron handrails at steps. 

Painted wood porch and steps. 

Painted wood front door with upper glass and lower recessed panels. 

C. The new one story open covered front porch will bring the front façade back to its original form. 

 The northside gable dormer will balance the façade. 

 The southside addition will compliment the scale and proportion of the existing building form. 

 



 

 

5. FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION 

5.1 Compatibility with District Character: 

The proposed one story open covered front porch will bring back an original feature of the 

house as seen on 1926 and 1943 Sanborn maps.  A front porch is also commonly found in the 

District. 

The north facing gable dormer will balance the façade with the existing south facing gable 

dormer, and is a common element found in the District. 

The north facing one story box bay will add character to the north wall and balance the façade 

with the existing south facing box bay.  It is also a common element found in the District. 

The north-south orientated addition, when joined with the east-west oriented existing house, 

will resemble a Gabled Ell (from the street) vernacular building type, common to the District. 

5.2 Compatibility with Architectural Style: 

The proposed one story open covered front porch was original to the house and is compatible 

with the original Cottage style in its simple and understated design. 

The proposed north facing gable dormer is a typical technique to gain head room in a house 

with roof rafters bearing on short second floor walls, much like the existing dormer facing south. 

The proposed north facing one story box bay is a common architectural detail found in the 

District with wood clad Cottage style houses. 

The rear addition starts past the original structure, forming a new Gabled Ell composition while 

maintaining the architecturally significant ridge and eave height of the original Cottage style. 

6. RELATED VARIANCE REQUEST 

The proposed one story open covered front porch will require a variance to the front yard open 

porch setback of 20’-0”.  We would need a 30” variance, reducing the required front yard 

setback to 17’-6”.  We believe it necessary for the porch to be 8’-0” deep to make it usable, 

especially when the only sitting space would be in front of an existing large bay window that 

would take up 18” of the 8’-0” depth.  8’-0” deep porches are commonly found throughout the 

District.  We also believe that restoring lost and significant historic elements is good for the 

house, block and historic neighborhood. 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Detailed Description of Variance: 

We are seeking a variance to the front yard zoning requirement 6-2-3.2 from 5’-0” to 8’-6”.  We 

are seeking to restore an original feature to a historic house in Naperville’s Historic District 

known to be a contributing asset. 

Exhibit B 

1. The variance is in harmony to the general purpose and intent of the zoning provision 6-2-3.2 

to allow residents to create open outdoor living areas directly connected to their homes as 

well as socialization with neighbors and people passing by. 

2. Strict enforcement of this variance would result in a porch too narrow for gathering and not 

consistent with other properties where it is located in Naperville’s Historic District. 

3. The variance, if granted, would not alter the essential character of the neighborhood 

because deep porches are the hallmark of Naperville’s Historic District.  The proposed porch 

is open on three sides, not blocking any light of sightlines. 

 

Nature of benefit: Restoration of a prominent original feature to a historic house. 


