




































SAYA SAMPANTHAN & THERESA L. GARTHWAITE 
10S574 Book Road 

Naperville, Illinois 60564 
(312) 671-8517 

E-mail:sayasampanthan@hotmail.com   tgarthwa@yahoo.com 
 

  
July 2nd, 2019 
 
City of Naperville 
400 South Eagle Street 
Naperville, IL 60540 
 
 

RE: Letter of Opposition to Book Road/95th Street Expansion, Naperville, IL 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
We are writing to oppose the planned expansion at the intersection of Book Road and 95th Street in Naperville, 
IL. As a family that lives directly on Book Road, we feel this plan will have a detrimental impact on our home 
and most importantly, create an unsafe environment for our small children. 
 
Book Road is Not the Same as Route 59 or Plainfield-Naperville Road 
 
First, we would like to point out something that is obvious to those of us that live on or around Book Road. 
Book Road runs north and south just like Route 59 and Plainfield-Naperville-Road that is where the similarity 
ends. Unlike Route 59 and Plainfield-Naperville Road, Book is a two lane road with one running north, one 
running south and occasional turning lanes. It was recently pointed out to us that Book has been described as a 
“Minor Arterial” rather than a “Major Arterial” (95th Street) or “Strategic Regional Arterial” (Route 59) by the 
City of Naperville. 
 
Minor v. Major v. Strategic Regional 
 
As a minor arterial, Book Road has many more residential homes which results in more residents entering and 
exiting their homes onto Book Road than Route 59 and Plainfield-Naperville. More residents also means more 
children being bused to school with pickups on Book Road. Within a half block of our home, there are at least 
ten children waiting on Book Road for their bus pickup. Please consider taking the time to review how many 
residential homes exist on Book Road versus Route 59 and Plainfield-Naperville Road. 
 
Planned Increased Traffic Flow Will Likely Result in More Speeding and Accidents on Book Road 
 
We understand that the proposed plan to open up the intersection at Book Road and 95th Street is to increase the 
flow of traffic. In reality, we fear it will result in higher speeds up and down Book Road creating dangerous 
conditions for the residents on and around Book Road.  
 
Currently, the speed limit from 75th Street to 87th Street is 50 MPH which is fine as it goes past an open forest 
preserve and golf course. Once drivers hit 87th Street they are supposed to decrease their speed to 40 MPH but 
that rarely seems to happen. It appears that drivers that have a green light at 87th Street proceeding south on 
Book Road tend to maintain their speed at 50+MPH.  
As planned, the construction will open up the flow of traffic allowing those drivers to continue their speed into 
the Book Road and 95th Street intersection. Given the multiple businesses at the intersection and constant flow 



of residents leaving the commercial parking lots, a dangerous situation is likely being created by the planned 
construction. 
 
Reality v. Versus Representations 
 
As a family that lives on Book Road, we have the most experience as to what takes place on the roadway. We 
are able to observe this firsthand while we wait for one of our children to be picked up for school each morning 
during the school year. As such, we have never seen a “traffic jam” on Book Road in the morning.  
 
As to “rush hour” traffic, while there was construction being done at Plainfield-Naperville Road and 95th Street 
there was a lot more traffic on Book Road causing daily delays and “traffic jams” but since the completion of 
construction, the traffic on Book Road has decreased significantly. We would like to point out that it appears the 
Book Road “Study” was completed during the time of the Plainfield-Naperville Road and 95th Street 
construction resulting in misrepresentations in the report of the traffics flows at Book Road and 95th Street. We 
would suggest another study of Book and 95th now that construction has been completed at Plainfield-
Naperville and 95th Street. 
 
Maintaining a Quiet Residential Road 
 
An additional concern relates to the likelihood of increased traffic and noise on Book Road after the completion 
of the proposed Book and 95th expansion. For those of us that work from home frequently or full time, 
additional noise will serve as a disruption to our work and the overall enjoyment of our homes. Increased traffic 
will result in increased noise and the daily disruption of our relatively quiet residential road. 
 
We thank you for taking the time to consider our concerns and opposition to the proposed Book Road/95th 
Street expansion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Saya Sampanthan & Theresa L. Garthwaite 
 



Tom and Cathy Verdone 

23155 Joyce Lane (Southeast corner of Book Rd and Joyce Lane) 

 

7/3/19 

95th Street and Book Road intersection Expansion  

Comments 

As we have expressed previously, we don’t feel that adequate studies or notification to residents has 

occurred regarding this proposed intersection expansion.  When we attended a meeting on June 6, 

2019, we were under the impression that this was an informational meeting, similar to one we attended 

in September, 2018, not a vote to push this proposal from engineering to the transportation advisory 

board.   It appears the City definitely needs to improve on their means of communicating clearly what is 

taking place, not just provide a date and time but actually state the purpose of the meeting or, more 

importantly, if a vote is to occur. 

We are very concerned that the proposed expansion of the intersection is going to create more 

problems than it solves.  Thru lanes in addition to right turn lanes will create a greater hazard for 

pedestrians. 

Our land and home will be dramatically affected by both the construction time and the ultimate 

completion of an expansion.  We will lose extensive landscaping as well as a permanent part of our 

property.    In addition, the best we can get is that the time frame for construction, which will be right 

outside my home office window, is “one construction season”…..that does not help much. 

I work from home and my office is on the Book Road side of our house.   We have lived in this house for 

13 years and the entire time I have worked from home.  I can tell you first hand the volume of traffic has 

dramatically increased to include semis, large trucks and more cars.   

I want to give you just one example of our deep concern regarding this proposed intersection expansion.  

The Traffic projections provided by the city show existing daily traffic (2018) of 17K cars travelling north 

on Book Road and 18K cars travelling south on Book Road.  However, the noise study depicts Book Rd, 

specifically near our residence, as being in a quiet residential area.  This may be true late evening, 

overnight, or early morning but I can assure you that traffic is constantly moving (as your Traffic 

Projection depicts)  and, yes, it is quite loud.  I can hear a semi before I see it out my window.  We don’t 

open the windows on the west side of our house because of the traffic noise, I say this as yet another 

semi passes by our house.  The current noise level must be addressed.   The Traffic Projections and noise 

study do not align. 

It does not seem that resident input is an important part of the process.   It seems like our questions are 

deflected and our concerns are not being considered as they pertain to this project. 

We have spoken with many neighbors up and down Book Road and have not found a single one who 

was aware that this project had expanded to the point of possible implementation.   

We’d like to think as residents who will be directly affected by a project that we would have some input. 
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