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Illinois Municipal Electric Agency

IMEA & Naperville 
• IMEA is a nonprofit Municipal Joint Action Agency formed by and 

run by its members, including Naperville. 
• Naperville was one of the original members when the Agency was 

created in May of 1984
 Signed long-term agreement to purchase power in 2007
 Full requirements power supply since 2011
 Naperville has a direct voice in power supply through your board 

member 

• IMEA is the highest financially rated power supplier in Illinois 
(A+/AA-)

• IMEA works every day to deliver reliable power at a cost lower 
than our peers

• We are diversifying the way we supply power, investing in wind 
and solar as we also move towards battery storage for the future

• Well positioned to address power demand growth expected 
through end of decade and beyond; keeping bills low while 
serving any growing customer demand
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IMEA is more than power supply.  We provide value-added, tailor-made services.
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NERC cyber 
compliance

Electric Efficiency 
Incentives

Electric Vehicle and 
Infrastructure 

Incentives

Grid Management 
services – Demand 

Response

Power Supply Scheduling

Negotiate Transmission and 
Sub-transmission contracts

State and Federal 
Legislative Advocacy

24 Hour Member System 
Support for Outages and 

Emergencies

Representation in 
Regional 

Transmission 
Organizations

Green Power Choices 
REC purchasing 

program

Legal & Regulatory 
Defense of Assets

Renewable Power 
Supply Contract 

Negotiation
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IMEA rates to 
Naperville remain 

flat over the 
previous 10-year 
period, and are 

projected to 
continue to remain 

flat, thanks to 
agency-owned 
resources and 

long-term contracts

Affordable, Reliable & Predictable Costs
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IMEA Power Supply Resources

Member 
Generation^^

296MW

Bee Hollow Solar^
150MW

Prairie State 2
123MW

Prairie State 1
123MW

Prairie Wolf 
Solar****
100MW

Trimble 
County 2
91MW

Lee Dekalb Wind
70MW

Trimble County 1
62MW

Green River Wind
50MW

Constellation***
50MW

Big River Solar**
25MW

Potential 
Solar (USDA 

PACE)*

Hydro
10MW

Existing Behind The 
Meter Solar

7.5MW

IMEA Resources
(Listed by Nameplate)

*IMEA awaiting USDA PACE loans to add nearly 11MW of solar in three of our member towns
**Big River Solar 25MW starts in 2025

***Constellation 50MW Capacity Only currently expires in 2026
****Prairie Wolf Solar 100MW Nameplate Solar equates to 50MW of Capacity Only currently expires in 2027
^Bee Hollow Solar 150MW starts in late 2026/early 2027 
^^Member Generation normally produces less than 1% of our energy needs



Diverse portfolio to protect against market volatility
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Roadmap Forward: 
• Target reductions in greenhouse gases
• Increase our renewable generation 

resources to replace current resources, 
including Member Directed Resources 
(MDR)

• Allow the flexibility needed to embrace 
changes in technology, such as battery 
storage 

• Continue and expand energy efficiency 
program incentives to our communities 
and their residents

• Reduce resource capacity needs by 
accelerating our demand response 
options

• Advance electric vehicles and EV 
infrastructure
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Transitioning to Our Energy Future

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Working group developed – Winnetka participated
Presented at two public meetings 
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Key Dates for Agency & Members’ Power Supply Needs



IMEA is committed to a carbon-free portfolio
• Climate change is a critical issue for customers, member communities and the nation
• Our Plan was created and approved by our Board 
• Details action IMEA plans to take in the future
• IMEA will review the plan annually, reporting back to the Board on progress toward goals
• Plan will be updated on a three-year review cycle, ensuring that goals remain current to membership
• Utilize a member governing body stakeholder process to update the plan
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Sustainability: Vision for Success

IMEA is committed to efforts to combat climate 
change and create a sustainable energy future by 
providing stable-priced, reliable and cleaner power 
that ensures our members and their residents a 
higher quality of life for future generations. 



Sustainability: Powering our Energy Future 
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PJM Accreditation for Resources
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Net-Zero Strategy

Accredited Capacity (MW)
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Net-Zero Strategy

Energy Mix (MWH)
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Current IMEA Contract

IMEA currently serves our members through September 30, 2035. 
IMEA has the most stable, certain and sure power supply with a path towards an 

affordable, reliable and sustainable future.
• Municipals and Cooperatives are nonprofit and did not deregulate in 1997 like investor-owned utilities

 Long-term obligation to serve load
 Power marketers are for-profit and have no long-term service obligations 

• IMEA is planning for the long-term.  We will be here to provide the needed power supply, transmission 
arrangements and value-added services well beyond our existing contract 

• Members of IMEA decide what resources we use to serve our communities
 We are directly Member driven, every Member has a vote

• IMEA’s long term debt will be paid off in 2035.  Naperville has a direct voice in deciding our path forward 
to diversify our portfolio while ensuring steady rates, steady supply and a steady transition to the future

Rates are projected to significantly decrease by roughly 25% when bonds are paid in 2035!
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• IMEA needs to work NOW to transition and replace resources that are going 
offline between now and 2035, with a goal of net-zero energy production by 2050

• For the 25 members that have extended their IMEA partnership, we are planning 
for their power resource needs beyond 2035.   

• As resource agreements are near expiration, IMEA must act to replace that 
power supply.  Wholesale power markets have been volatile in recent years and 
this is expected to continue. Longer runways for planning purposes allows the 
Agency to strategically plan for the future and is key to determining future 
electricity needs 

• Maintaining our reliable, affordable position requires locking in new resources 
now for the long-term
 Long-term deals are lower-priced

   Impossible to plan if we do not know how much power to buy! 

Resource Transitioning Has Started
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150MW Resource Acquisition Project with IMEA Timeline –  9 Year Timeframe
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Model Rate Projection Adding 150MW Solar (20-year v. 10-year PPA)

• Under current IMEA member contracts 
that end in year 2035, IMEA would be 
limited to a 10-year PPA

• Average cost estimates of a 20-year 
PPA at $75/MWh vs. a 10-year (or less) 
PPA at $105/MWh*

• Results in a difference of nearly $96 
million costs 
 Almost $9.6 million higher cost to 

IMEA members each year over the 
10 years time span

*Notional pricing
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Member Directed Resources

 With IMEA Board approval, the City can locally subscribe up to 10% of peak demand in 
qualified Member Directed Resources (e.g. ≈ 34.2 MW). 

 Opportunity for an even higher percentage, if IMEA Board approved.
 Resource does not need to be in the City.  However, it must be in Illinois. 

 City will get full credit from the RTO that the generator is located in with capacity and energy 
markets payment (either PJM or MISO)

 Energy produced will be valued at MDR locational marginal price as determined by the regional 
market organization that the generator is located within

 IMEA will manage the resource scheduling and markets settlements on the City’s behalf 
for its regional grid operator (PJM) requirements

 MDR option is designed to allow local renewable development and hold all other members 
harmless from costs and risks

Locally Driven Renewable Resource Opportunity



Summary

Naperville is a valued partner with IMEA 
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• IMEA is a proven low-cost, reliable power supply partner
• IMEA is committed to pursuing a net-zero portfolio by 2050
• We offer tailor-made, value-added services, saving your 

municipality time & money
 Energy Efficiency & EV Infrastructure Incentives
 24x7x365 Market Monitoring and Member System Support
 Future & Long-Term Load Forecasting
 Power Supply Scheduling
 Grid management – Demand Response Offerings
 Regulatory & Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act (PURPA) 

Compliance
 Negotiation of Renewable Energy Contracts to ensure 

protection for your municipality

• You have a direct voice in decision making
• We share your long-term obligation to serve
• We are nonprofit, focused on serving YOU -  not Wall Street



Questions?  Thank you!
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