STATE OF ILLINOIS )
)
COUNTY OF DUPAGE )
)
CITY OF NAPERVILLE )

PETITION TO THE NAPERVILLE CITY COUNCIL AND PLAN COMMISSION FOR
A SIGN VARIANCE

THE UNDERSIGNED Petitioner, Gerald Realty Holdings, LLC, a Delaware limited
liability company (hereinafter the “Petitioner”) respectfully petitions the City of Naperville (the
“City”) to: (1) grant a sign variance from Section 6-16-5:2.2 of the City’s Municipal Code (the
“Sign Code”) to permit the installation of a replacement KIA dealership identification sign located
near the northwest corner of Aurora Avenue and Ogden Avenue, commonly known as Gerald KIA
of Naperville, which is legally described on Exhibit A (the “Property™); and (ii) grant such other
variances, departures or deviations as may be necessary to permit the installation of the sign as
depicted on the sign plan and elevations attached herewith as Exhibit B.

In support of this Petition, the Petitioner represents to the City as follows:

1. The Petitioner and Owner of the Property is Gerald Realty Holdings, LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company;

2 The Property consists of approximately three and thirty-five hundredths (3.35)

acres located at 1661 Aurora Avenue on the northwest corner of Aurora Avenue and Ogden

Avenue;
3 The Property is currently used as a new and pre-owned KIA automobile dealership;
4, The westernmost entrance to the Property currently features a red and silver double-

sided, nineteen-foot, one and half inch (19’ 1.5”) in height “KIA” LED illuminated pylon sign

along Aurora Avenue (“Existing Pylon Sign”™);



3. In accordance with the KIA Dealer Identity Program, KIA Corporation has updated
its logo and image branding, requiring all franchise operators to update their dealership branding,
which requires modifications to the existing signage plan at the Property, including the Existing
Pylon Sign;

6. In accordance with the KIA Dealer Identity Program, the Existing Pylon Sign will
be replaced with a new, black and metallic silver double-sided, twenty foot (20°) in height “KIA”
LED illuminated pylon sign with a maximum sign area of one hundred thirty (130) square feet, to
be placed in the same location as the Existing Pylon Sign (“New Pylon Sign”);

7. The Property is zoned B3 within the City of Naperville’s General Commercial
District classification;

8. The surrounding uses are:

a. North: City of Naperville — Zoning “B3”: Woody Buick GMC automobile
dealership;

b. East: City of Naperville — Zoning “B3”: Woody Buick GMC automobile
dealership;

c. South: City of Naperville — Zoning “B3”: Mixed use shopping center for
commercial purposes anchored by Jewel-Osco and including an Enterprise Rent-
A-Car dealership;

d. West: Zoning “Industrial”: Vacant Land

9. Code Section 6-16-5:2.2 regulates signs on properties being used for commercial
purposes, regardless of zoning; and,

10.  Petitioner requests variances from Code Section 6-16-5:2.2 for approval to allow

the installation of the above-mentioned New Pylon Sign. Petitioner’s request meets the



requirements for a zoning variance under the Naperville Municipal Code and is appropriate based

on the following:

A VARIANCE FROM SIGN CODE SECTION 6-16-5:2.2 TO PERMIT A PYLON
GROUND SIGN WITH A SIGN AREA OF 130 SQUARE FEET
AND A HEIGHT OF 20 FEET

a. The variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Title and the
adopted comprehensive master plan; and

The variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Title and the adopted
comprehensive master plan. A stated purpose of the Sign Code is to “advance the economy of the
City by recognizing the need for adequate site identification through promoting the reasonable and
objective display of signage, and to encourage effective communication between signs and the
public.” Petitioner seeks to properly identify its automobile dealership with a slightly larger,
better-quality pylon sign in accordance with the KIA Dealer Identity Program with an updated
logo familiar to the public in accordance with the purpose of the Sign Code. The installation of
the New Pylon Sign concurrently improves the image of the Property to make it more aesthetically
pleasing, will be consistent with the updated logo/building signage and updated look of the
dealership building, as well as the properties in the surrounding area, which are predominately
occupied by automobile dealerships with signs reflecting their current logos.

b. Strict enforcement of this Title would result in practical difficulties or impose exceptional
hardships due to special and unusual conditions which are not generally found on other
properties in the same zoning district; and

Strict enforcement of the Sign Code would result in practical difficulties and impose
exceptional hardships due to special and unusual conditions which are not generally found on other
properties in the same zoning district. Other properties adjacent to the Property have uniform

signage that match their current existing logo. In the event that City strictly enforces the Sign Code,

Petitioner will be left with the Existing Pylon Sign with the outdated KIA logo, which will not



match the signage and branding update to be undertaken by Petitioner at the Property, which would
create an unusual condition, lacking continuity, aesthetics and create a significant advertising
disadvantage compared to surrounding dealerships along Aurora Avenue and Ogden Avenue.
Furthermore, stand-alone automobile dealership signage of the same size are located on properties
adjacent to the Property along Aurora Avenue (2495 Aurora Avenue, 2379 Aurora Avenue, 2363
Aurora Avenue), which are depicted on Exhibit C attached hereto.

¢. The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood and will
not be a substantial detriment to adjacent property.

The essential character of the neighborhood will be enhanced and preserved by further
investment into the Property. The proposed New Pylon Sign is approximately one hundred thirty
(130) square feet, has a height of twenty feet (20°), and will not create a detriment to adjacent
properties, as the New Pylon Sign is similar in height and square footage as other dealership signs
along Aurora Avenue, as mentioned above. Petitioner’s intent is to improve the appearance of the
Property with the replacement of the Existing Pylon Sign with the New Pylon Sign, which also
allows for additional investment in the City and further improve the City’s real estate and sales tax
revenues.

WHEREFORE, by reason of the foregoing, the undersigned Petitioner requests the City
Council and Plan Commission take the necessary steps to: (i) grant the sign variances from Section
6-16-5:2.2 of the Sign Code to permit the installation of above-mentioned sign located on the
property at the northwest corner of Aurora Avenue and Ogden Avenue, and commonly known as
Gerald KIA of Naperville, which is legally described on Exhibit A; and (ii) grant such other
variances, departures or deviations as may be necessary to permit the installation of the New Pylon

Sign as depicted on the signage plans and elevations attached as Exhibit B.



RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 19th day of August, 2022.

PETITIONER:
Gerald Realty Holdings, LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company

By: Zactary W. Blacr
Zachary W. Blair
Attorney for Petitioner



EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

LOT 1 IN VAN ITEN RESUBDIVISION OF PART OF THE NORTHEST Y% OF SECTCION
22, TOWNSHIP 38 NORTH, RANGE 9, EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED FEBRUARY 28, 1991 AS
DOCUMENT R91-021178 IN DUPAGE COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Property address: 1661 W. Aurora Avenue, Naperville, IL 60540

PIN:  07-22-200-026-0000



EXHIBIT B
SIGN PLANS AND ELEVATIONS FOR NEW PYLON SIGN
(Attached)
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EXHIBIT C
DEPICTIONS OF SIMILARLY SIZED DEALERSHIP SIGNS
(Attached)



The BMW monalith at 2495 Aurora Avenue is 20 feet in height — an identical height to our proposed
monolith.



The monolith sign at Subaru on 2379 Aurora Avenue is 20 ft in height and 12 ft in width. An identical
height to our proposed monolith and a foot wider.



REVISIONS
ZONE |REV.|ECR NUMBER REV CHANGE REV DATE |REV DRAFTER
A 51531 INITIAL RELEASE 12/20/2021 AP
16" — .
gu1 17 124
- LENS
:
704" y
B
B 1/8' ALUMINUM SIDE & FACE
CABINETS, PAINTED TO MATCH— _
MAP SYOC33415P/01
T — 150" CLEAR THERMOFORMED
f POLYCARBONATE LOGO WITH FIRST
SURFACE APPLIED OIKE #BAI-IA75
'CHROME' VINYL AND SECOND
i SURFACE APPLIED 3M #3630-22 BLACK
118" CLEAR THERMOFORMED ADDRESS COPY I
] i — — POLYC ARBONATE WORDMARK SURFACE APPLIED
| WITH FIRST SURFACE APPLIED OIKE 304 #7725-10 "WHITE'
5 b #BAI-M75 ‘CHROME' VINYL OPAQUE VINYL
090" ALUM. LENS PANEL
PAINTED TO MATCH
MAP SVOC33415F/01
090" ALUMINURA BASE
COVER, PAINTED TO MATCH
I MAP SVOC33415P/01
A
28%" Program/Customer:
t— BASE
4 | COVER MAZDA
3 MI .\Om{ﬁm mW.. Interior/Exterior: [EXTERIOR
S kT g —— T Sign Type: PYLON
"+1 _| 1407;" ._ Engineer: NICK CARRELL
o™ =t |
BASE COVER windspead: |15 MPH IBC 2015
iumination:  |ILLUMINATED |20 SKIRTED PYLON
WEIGHT = 3286 lbg | vatase * SCALE 132 | MAZ-P70-20-115-SKT-EF-001
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