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The Special Events Cultural Amenities (SECA) Commission assists, informs and advises the City Council on matters pertaining to the arts, culture, and special events in the city of Naperville. The commission provides recommendations to the City Council on the annual allocation of SECA funds, encourages arts, culture, and special events in the community, and provides recommendations regarding SECA fund policy, procedures, application, vision statement and goals. Five members shall have professional expertise in the various facets of the duties of the board, including business, nonprofit management, arts, social or artistic events, Naperville heritage, diversity and culture. Two members may be nonresidents of Naperville.

“The SECA budget for FY2018 was $1,900,000 with $910,000 available for grants.  The remaining amount was committed by/City Council contract to various civic organizations.”  GSKovener



This is a document that our subcommittee is using to learn how other organizations/institutions evaluate grant applications.

Interview with Grantor
1. Source of Funds
2. General description of your process and timeline
a. Criteria followed to award grants
b. Are the criteria weighted, if so, describe
c. Is there an opportunity for the grant applicant to speak to your organization?

3. Do you use a cycle to review all grant requests or examine each grant request as they arrive?

4. Do you have authority or recommendation?
5. Do you audit the successful recipient?
6. Do you solicit grant applications?
a. By type of art, location?
b. How do you conduct the solicitation?
c. Do you consider your organization an activist promoter of arts?
7. Do you ask applicants to provide metrics?
a. Hard metrics –for example:
i. Attendance
ii. Past grants/repeat applicants
iii. Economic impact
iv. Is it a fundraiser
1. Solely for organization?
2. Benefit for other organizations?

v. Salaries
vi. Geographic location
b. Soft metrics
i. Financial wherewithal
ii. Duplication of other grantees
iii. Capability to execute
iv. Benefit to community
v. Collaboration 

8. Are there any grant application aspects that prompt immediate rejection?
a. Political, religious, social services?

9. Does your organization have an objective to wean grantees from your support?
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