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Diana Torres Hawken (Naperville), Alliance of Latinos Motivating Action in the Suburbs 
(ALMAS), A Call to Stand Up for Immigrant Communities - At ALMAS (Alliance of Latinos 
Motivating Action in the Suburbs), our mission has always been to celebrate the diverse Latino 
cultures and stories, foster meaningful community connections, and empower individuals 
through education, leadership, civic engagement, and cultural initiatives. As the first Latino-led 
and Latino-serving nonprofit in Naperville, we hold a unique and vital role in championing the 
voices and experiences of our community. In light of recent events and ongoing challenges 
faced by immigrant communities across the nation, we reaffirm our unwavering commitment to 
stand with our neighbors, friends, and families. The political climate and increased threats to 
immigrant communities have created a ripple of fear and uncertainty, but history has shown us 
that solidarity, leadership, and community action are the antidotes to these trying times. 
Naperville has a unique opportunity to lead by example among suburban Illinois communities. 
Mayor Scott Wehrli’s proclamation of October 28, 2023, as "Immigrants Day in the City of 
Naperville"—an initiative led by ALMAS in collaboration with local organizations—was a 
testament to the city’s dedication to diversity and inclusion. According to the 2021 Census, 
21.6% of Naperville residents (32,337 people) were born outside the U.S., and 25.9% of 
households speak a language other than English at home. This rich cultural tapestry is a 
cornerstone of Naperville’s identity. However, declarations and celebrations are just the 
beginning. Now, more than ever, is the time for action to ensure that our policies and practices 
reflect our shared values of inclusion and equity. We respectfully urge the Naperville City 
Council to consider the following steps: Implement Data Protection Policies: Safeguard personal 
information from misuse by federal immigration agencies. Develop Safe Spaces: Designate 
public buildings as safe zones where all residents, regardless of immigration status, feel secure. 
Provide Resources: Expand access to legal, educational, and support services to meet the 
growing needs of our immigrant communities. Engage the Community: Host workshops and 
educational initiatives to inform residents of their rights and empower allies to support 
vulnerable neighbors. Cities like Evanston have set powerful precedents with initiatives such as 
their “Welcoming City Ordinance,” actively supporting immigrant communities and fostering trust 
within their neighborhoods. Naperville, with its resources, diversity, and reputation as a family-
friendly city, can adopt and build upon these policies to create a safe, inclusive environment 
where all residents can thrive. Our commitment extends beyond cultural celebration—it is a 
pledge to advocate for justice, fairness, and opportunity for all. We believe that by aligning with 
our state’s sanctuary policies and demonstrating a commitment to social justice, Naperville can 
lead the way in fostering a safe and inclusive environment for all its residents, workers, and 
visitors. ALMAS Board of Directors stands ready to collaborate with the City Council to make 
these goals a reality. Together, we can create a stronger, more inclusive Naperville where every 
resident feels valued, supported, and empowered. Thank you for your attention to this important 
matter. Your leadership is essential in shaping a community that reflects the best of who we are. 



Respectfully, 
ALMAS Board of Directors 

 
 
L1 Variance to Section 6-7D-4 of the Naperville Municipal Code to permit a General 
Service use of the first floor at 47 E Chiago Ave – PCZ 24-1-132 
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Ron Amato (Naperville) Dear Mayor Wehrli and City Council Members: 
I hope this finds you well. I write in support of Fidelity Brokerage Services, LLC’s request to use 
the first floor of the East Chicago Avenue property in order to greet clients, receive deposits, 
and transact business, and to obtain a variance that will allow it to conduct those activities 
(which are defined as General Services) on the ground floor/first floor of the location on East 
Chicago Avenue. I note that in the B-4 District, banking is considered a Commercial Service (as 
evidenced by several banking institutions in the downtown area), and that Fidelity will be 
engaging in activities that are not substantially different from retail banking. The fact that the 
current ordinance would allow a bank to use a first floor lobby by right, but not a financial 
institution/investment company such as Fidelity, does not make a whole lot of sense. I have 
worked in and around the securities and investment business for more than 30 years, and 
Fidelity has an excellent reputation in the industry. I do not personally do business with Fidelity, 
but the company provides many low cost and no cost open-ended mutual funds for retail 
investors to invest and save for retirement, college, etc. Downtown Naperville and City leaders 
should welcome this type of business in our downtown business district. Further, the Fidelity 
office will both employ local residents as well as draw clients to our downtown, where they are 
likely to shop, dine in restaurants and patronize other businesses. Lastly, while some residents 
may have their own ideas about what type of businesses they would like to see in that location, 
it is my understanding that the property owner has already entered into a lease with Fidelity. 
Denying the variance would only result in the ground floor space being unused, under-utilized 
and remaining vacant. For those reasons, I respectfully request that you grant the variance as 
recommended by City Staff and approved by the PZC. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 
 


