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Landmark Nomination

1. The applicant is the owner of the property. The owner of the property is a
limited liability company (LLC) and the applicants are officers of that LLC.

2. Contact information of the persons or entities seeking the landmark
designation (applicant) including their names, addresses, telephone numbers,
email addresses and designating of one person to serve as the primary point of
contact:

Primary Contact Secondary Contact
Katelyn Heitmanek Lana Beidelman Heitmanek
239 S Washington St 239 S Washington St
Naperville IL 60540 Naperville IL 60540
beidelmanfurn@gmail.com beidelmanfurn@gmail.com
630-355-5770 630-355-5770

3. The legal description and common address of the improvement in question:
Legal description:
Parcel 1 Lot 18 together with the West 13 feet of the South 16 feet of Lot 17 and together
with the East 21 feet of the West 34 feet of the South 4 feet of Lot 17, in Block 16 in
Assessor's Subdivision of Blocks 13, 16 and 17 in the original Town of Naperville, being a
Subdivision in the Southeast Quarter of Section 13, Township 38 North, Range 9, East of the
Third Principal Median, according to the Plat of said Assessor's Subdivision recorded June 1,
1875 as Document 20095, in DuPage County, Illinois

Commonly known as 235 S and 239 S Washington St, Naperville, IL 60540

PIN 07-13-430-031

Common address:
235 - 239 S. Washington Street, Naperville, IL 60540

Tax assessor’s parcel number:
07-13-430-031
All buildings constructed in 1928 and earlier within the parcel are being requested for
landmark status.

4. Name and Address of Property Owner(s) (from Assessor’s Office):
Dutch Enterprises LLC
239 S Washington St
Naperville IL 60540
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5. A written report containing: a) a description of the real property on which the
improvement sought to be landmarked is located; b) an analysis of the historic,
architectural and aesthetic value of the proposed landmark in relation to the
criteria set forth in Subsection 6-11-3:5 under standards for designation of
landmark; c) a list of significant exterior architectural features of the property;
and d) other reasons and data in support of the proposed designation.

Descriptions of the requested items are provided below. Additional information is contained in
the following sections, including responses to the Criteria for Designation of Landmarks.

5a. Description of property
All existing buildings on PIN 07-13-430-031 are being requested to be designated as local
landmarks. This includes the Beidelman furniture store and chapel constructed in 1928 and the
19th century building constructed in the 1860s (often referred to as the Workshop) that was part
of Frederick Long’s early enterprises and adjoined to the newer construction in 1928.

5b. Analysis of historic, architectural and aesthetic value
Both buildings in the parcel represent the history and growth of Naperville. The 1860s workshop
is one of the few remaining structures in downtown Naperville from the era of the Civil War and
the period of growth immediately following. Not only is it the first building of the
Long/Beidelman enterprise, but it is also documented as the site where Peter Kroehler started his
business, Naperville Lounge Company. (See “Kroehler Manufacturing and Peter Kroehler” in
Criteria 5.2.1.)

The 1928 building was constructed during another period of the city’s growth – the Roaring ’20s
following World War I. Designed in the Collegiate Gothic style, it is typically rectangular in
plan, and has a flat roofline originally hidden by a stepped or crenelated parapet. Elements of the
Collegiate Gothic style evident include:
➢ Gothic arch window openings.
➢ Masonry (brick or stone) construction.
➢ Bas relief decorative panels or plaques.
➢ Portico or recessed porch entryway.

It also originally included:
➢ Crenulated parapet.

The original brick facade remains largely intact, even though some of the windows have been
covered, and the parapet has been removed.

The position of the building on the corner of Washington Street and Jackson Avenue is both
historically and aesthetically important. Originally the site represented the establishment of the
commercial sector of a growing town, close to the river. Today it welcomes people to a vibrant
downtown.
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Specifically, in answer to the criteria set forth in the Naperville Municipal code’s Designation of
Landmarks, please note the following:

Criteria 5.1 That it is over 50 years old, in whole or in part; and
All buildings on the parcel are more than 50 years old.

The red brick building currently on the corner of the property was built in 1928, replacing the
wood frame building and adjoining it to the existing 2-story brick building on the west side of
the parcel. (See the 1928 building blueprints in Appendix 4 including the firedoor connection to
the older 2-story brick building.) That wood frame building was originally home to Oliver J.
Beidelman Furniture and Undertaking.

The structure on the west side of the Beidelman building, called the Workshop, predates the brick
building, and is actually part of the original structure on the site, built sometime in the 1850s and
occupied by Frederick Long starting in the 1860s. It is identified in the Sanborn maps from
1886, the earliest mapping fire insurance mapping for Naperville. (See Sanborn maps in
Appendix 5 and photographs in Appendix 1.)

Criteria 5.2 That one or more of the following conditions exist:

Criteria 5.2.1 That it was owned or occupied by a person of historic significance in
national, State or local history;
The Beidelman buildings have been owned and operated by a very important Naperville family
in the same location since 1861. The Beidelman family and their ancestors have been an
influential part of Naperville’s business and civic communities for over 160 years.

When you walk into Beidelman’s Furniture today, you probably will be greeted by a fourth or
fifth generation member of the family. Today, Beidelman Furniture is the longest continuously
operating furniture business in Illinois. This continuity includes being the first store selling
furniture by the Kroehler Manufacturing Company, which had become the largest furniture
manufacturing company in the United States.

In the 1980s, Beidelman Furniture was recognized by the Illinois State Historical Society as a
“Centennial Business”, awarded to Illinois businesses and not-for-profit organizations that have
operated continuously in the state for 100 years or more.1

It is also important to note that the business was multi-faceted, also functioning as a funeral
chapel and ambulance service as well as a furniture store for many years. This is an example of
the manner in which small farm towns grew in the late 1800s.

1 Illinois State Historical Society. Centennial Business Awards. “Previous Recipients” Accessed April 23, 2024.
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The Beidelman Family and Associates

Frederick Long (1837 to 1912), founder and uncle of Oliver Beidelman, was a local cabinet
maker who established his furniture and undertaking business at the corner of Washington Street
and Jackson Avenue in the 1860s. Although he founded the business in 1861, it is believed to
have been originally located on Water Street and re-located to Washington Street later in the
1860s.

Frederick Long was also an influential community leader, advocating for the growth of the
town’s infrastructure. Frederick Long died in October, 1912. In his will he left monies “for the
purpose of establishing and maintaining a public hospital in and for the said City … exclusively
for the establishment, construction, and maintenance of said hospital.” (Unfortunately, although a
Hospital fund was established, the hospital was never built.)2

Frederick Long and his store—Beidelman Family Archive

Kroehler Manufacturing and Peter Kroehler, were another important contributor to
Naperville’s history, Kroehler Manufacturing, is inextricably tied to the Beidelman Building. Not
untypical for the times, Frederick Long began receiving requests to build coffins as well, and his
furniture and undertaking business took off. In 1893, he hired Peter Kroehler, freshly graduated
from North-Western College.

According to the “Souvenir of the Naperville Home Coming”, published in 1917, the Naperville
Lounge Factory (reincorporated as the Kroehler Manufacturing Company in 1915 ) was
“established in 1881 in Fred Long’s little furniture shop.”3 Long started the manufacture of

3 Souvenir of the Naperville Home Coming, Naperville, Illinois, May 29th to June 1st, 1917. “Business Activities”

2 Bryan J. Ogg, Naperville: A Brief History (Charleston, SC: History Press, 2018) p. 86
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lounge frames at the rear of his combined mortuary and furniture store. Business grew quickly ,
and in 1893 he engaged P. E. Kroehler, just graduated from North-Western College, as secretary.
Kroehler's salary was a dollar a day, for which he did all the correspondence, kept the books,
sold, and helped in the factory. 4 Kroehler Manufacturing was Naperville’s largest employer for
decades and its last building remains as 5th Avenue Station. Kroehler became a major
community figure and was the leading force in the founding of Naperville’s Kroehler YMCA,
which served Naperville’s community until it closed in 2020.

From “Souvenir of the Naperville Home Coming” 1917
The 19th century 2 story brick “workshop” predating the 1928 3-story Beidelman building is visible along
Jackson Ave. The 19th century 2-story brick building at 7 W Jackson Ave (adjacent to the “workshop” on
its west side) has not yet been constructed. The frame corner building facing Washington St will be
demolished and joined with the 19th century “workshop” in 1928.

Oliver J. Beidelman, Sr. (1877 to 1967) was Frederick Long’s nephew and worked for his uncle
beginning in the 1890s. Oliver was born in 1877 and was the father of nine children. He received
his embalming license. He purchased the furniture and funeral business in 1911, operating it
from the same location.

4 The DuPage County Guide. American Guide Series. Special Edition Commemorating the Twenty-fifth Anniversary
of Du Page Title Company 1925-1950. p. 139.

July 14, 2024 8



Oliver J. Beidelman—Beidelman Family Archive

In response to growing demand, Oliver Beidelman built the current three story, brick Beidelman
building in 1927-28 as a dual-purpose business. The building incorporated both a funeral chapel
and ambulance service, as well as the furniture business. While this might seem like a curious
combination today, it was common in the past because building furniture and coffins required
similar skills and materials. However, the site also retained Frederick Long’s original cabinet
shop on Jackson Avenue.

Beidelman Building 1929—Beidelman Family Archive
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Oliver Beidelman was also a community leader. He was a 50 year member of the Euclid Lodge
#65 of the Naperville Masonic Temple. In 1915 he was raised a Master Mason and exalted a
Royal Arch Mason in 1916. He was a lifelong member of the First Methodist Church.

Importantly, he was a founder and charter member, along with Peter Kroehler, of the Naperville
YMCA, founded in 1909. He was very active in raising the money to build the YMCA building
on Washington Street. The photo below shows a “Booster Day” for the YMCA, being held in
front of the old Beidelman Building.

YMCA Fundraising Booster Day—Family Archive

Owen Henry (Dutch) Beidelman (1903 - 2000) became the primary business manager of the
store.

Upon Oliver Beidelman’s death in 1967, he was survived by two sons and five daughters. His
son Owen (“Dutch”), who had been active in the business for many years, bought the business in
1966. Naperville was growing rapidly, and Dutch was committed to supporting that growth. To
better do that, he relocated the funeral home to 117 West Van Buren, where it remained for
nearly 40 years before moving to its current location on the east side of Washington Street.
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Owen Henry (Dutch) Beidelman—Beidelman Family Archive

Remembrances of Dutch describe how much he loved downtown Naperville, especially the
furniture business. (See Appendix 2.2 Beidelman Family Articles and Obituaries and Appendix
3: Business history) He remained active in the business into his 90s, greeting customers as they
entered the store.

Dutch was also very active in the civic life of Naperville during its time of explosive growth,
watching the city grow from 3,000 to 120,000 residents. He served on the City Council for 24
years, from 1947 to 1971. He was known for carefully overseeing the city’s budget.

Like his father, Dutch was a member of the Euclid Lodge 65 AF and AM of the Naperville
Masonic Temple. He attended Wesley United Methodist Church. As a child, he joined the first
Boy Scout Troop in Naperville. He was a 75 year member of the Naperville YMCA and of
Naperville Rotary Club for more than 50 years. In 1999 the Naperville Chamber of Commerce
presented him with a Lifetime Achievement Award.

In November of 2000, after Dutch Beidelman passed away, the Illinois Senate passed Resolution
386 honoring his work as owner of a furniture store and ambulance service, along with his
service on the Naperville City Council from 1947 to 1971. The resolution also points to his
contributions to the Naperville YMCA, the Rotary Club of Naperville, and Wesley Methodist
Church. (See Appendix 2.2) Dutch Beidelman’s significance was highlighted in 2005, when he
was ranked as one of Naperville's 25 most influential people by the Daily Herald with the help of
a panel of local experts.5

5 “Naperville's backbone Beidelman balanced business, politics - and steadfast loyalty to city and its people” by Jill
Jedlowski Daily Herald Staff Writer. Daily Herald (Arlington Heights, IL). September 21, 2005.
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In river towns such as Naperville, construction and expansion of bridges was vital public
infrastructure. While serving on the City Council from 1947 to 1971, Dutch Beidelman oversaw
the construction of bridges at Washington Street, Jefferson Street and Eagle Street. Although
proud of his city and family’s heritage, Beidelman preferred to think ahead, not reminisce. As he
put it at age 90, “You can’t look back too much. If you’re smart enough, you’ll go along with the
changes.” 6

John and Lana Heitmanek are the current owners of Beidelman furniture. Lana is Dutch
Beidelman’s daughter, born in 1945. She has been active in Beidelman furniture since the 1990s,
after having studied the arts at the University of Miami and the Goodman School of Drama at the
Art Institute of Chicago. Lana is the fourth generation of the family to be directly involved in
Beidelman Furniture.

Katelyn (Katy) Heitmanek and Michael Heitmanek are co-owners of Beidelman Furniture.
They are the daughter and son of John and Lana Heitmanek. Katy also is the current Beidelman
Furniture store manager. Katy and Michael are the fifth generation of the family to be active in
Beidelman furniture, an unmatched legacy in our community.7

Michael Heitmanek, Lana Heitmanek, Katy Heitmanek, and John Heitmanek—Family Archive

7 “Staying Power” by Lisa Sloan. West Suburban Living, November 1, 2022.

6 “Down to Business: Fifth-generation now overseeing downtown Naperville’s Beidelman Furniture” by Daina
Saleh. Chicago Tribune, May 28, 2016.
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Criteria 5.2.2 That it has a direct connection to an important event in national, State or
local history;
There are two responses to this criterion:

First, the workshop facing Jackson Avenue is the remaining portion of the place where Frederick
Long, Philip Krauser and Peter Kroehler first established the Naperville Lounge Company. This
business grew, changed ownership and became Kroehler Manufacturing Company, at one time
the world’s largest furniture manufacturer. This remaining workshop is the very location where
that famous business, which later expanded far beyond Naperville, began.

Second, the three story brick building facing Washington street is the home of the longest
continuously operating furniture business in Illinois and a physical place related to much of
Naperville’s history. Built in 1928, the Beidelman building is a concrete example of Naperville’s
economic growth and was a precursor to the post WWII boom. In a small farm town filled with
two-story commercial buildings, the three-story Beidelman building pointed to the future.

The Beidelman building, larger and more distinguished than its neighbors, also symbolizes the
growth of Naperville as a commercial center because it was the first retail outlet for the Kroehler
furniture factory being built several blocks away in the four-story brick building now known as
5th Avenue Station. Built in 1918, this manufacturing building led the way to Kroehler becoming
one of the world’s largest furniture companies. At its peak, Kroehler was shipping more than 128
truckloads of furniture daily.

Built a decade apart, the Beidelman and Kroehler buildings—the biggest in town for
decades—complimented each other, both providing non-agricultural employment. Kroehler, by
far the largest local employer, provided stable, middle-class incomes, while Beidelman’s
provided the goods of a middle-class lifestyle, selling furniture that furnished many new
suburban homes.

These two buildings embody the growth of American commerce and thriving middle class. As
Richard Longstreth wrote: “As private enterprise was the principal generator of the nation’s
development, so commercial architecture played a central role in defining the character of its
settlements…The size and extent of a community’s commercial buildings served as an index to
its achievement and its potential. (The Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American
Commercial Architecture, pp. 12-13.)

The Beidelman building remained the tallest, most substantial building in downtown Naperville
for 70 years until Washington Corners at 47 E Chicago Avenue was built in 1998.8

8 “Sometimes the sky is not the limit - Towns try to regulate changing skylines as new buildings pop up” by Karen
Kutz Daily Herald Staff Writer. Daily Herald (Arlington Heights, IL) March 12, 1998.
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Criteria 5.2.3 That it embodies the distinguishing characteristic of an architectural period,
style, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials;
The three-story brick building epitomizes the progress in commercial construction that
distinguishes mid-20th century architecture from 19th century structures.

The building’s original style was taken from Collegiate Gothic.9 This can be seen in the
architectural plans and in period photos. Like many buildings, the building changed over time to
suit changing styles. Dutch Beidelman removed many elements of the Collegiate Gothic style to
make his mark on the building, and to give it a more of a modern, mid century look. Also,
Beidelman blocked off most of the windows due to the high cost of energy in the 1970s.

The primary remaining element of Collegiate Gothic is the set of windows along Washington
Street discussed below in Section 5c. The Beidelman building, today a furniture store, for many
years was also a funeral home. The Beidelman family also operated an ambulance service from
the building. While this might seem like a curious combination today, it was common in the
1900s because building furniture and coffins required similar skills and materials. This early
example of what today would be called a “mixed-use project” posed a special architectural
challenge.

Chapel windows, 2024—Naperville Preservation, Inc. Mortuary window, 2024
—Naperville Preservation, Inc.

9 “Collegiate Gothic.” Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation (DAHP), 21 Aug.
2018, https://dahp.wa.gov/historic-preservation/historic-buildings/architectural-style-guide/collegiate-gothic.
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One key to operating a furniture store, funeral parlor and ambulance service from the same
building was the installation of an elevator, Naperville’s first. Although common today, the
elevator then was a new construction method, albeit one necessary for a three-story building
housing heavy furniture and caskets. (See Appendix 1 for the original elevator receipt).

The north end of the red brick building housed the undertaking business. Thus the arched
windows along Washington Street help create a Gothic Revival façade, found often in churches
and institutional buildings but less often in commercial buildings. The style is in the manner of
the Collegiate Gothic being built during the same period on campuses such as Northwestern and
Yale, where architect James Gamble Rogers designed libraries, and the University of Chicago.
The curved window fenestration, in addition to helping heat and cool the building, borrows from
Gothic design.

Overall, the building is an example of what Longstreth calls two-part commercial block
architecture, which was the most common composition for mid- and large-scale commercial
properties from the 1850s through the 1950s. Usually two to four stories, buildings of this type
are characterized by horizontal divisions into two distinct zones. (Longstreth, p.24) The
street-level zone is usually where public, retail spaces occur, with the upper levels reserved for
offices, storage, and sometimes residential. (Note: Longstreth, cited here and above, is the same
source used in the 2010 survey done for the City by Granacki Historic Consultants.)

The materials for the building, including the bricks and stone, were locally sourced. See the
receipts for building materials in Appendix 1.

The 1928 building replaced much, but not all, of the original Frederick Long store. That original
wooden building, facing Washington Street, was expanded as the business grew. In 1882, he
added a two story addition to the front of the main store facing Washington Street. Owen
Beidelman also modified the original frame structure. According to the Sanborn map of 1898,
the facade facing Washington Street is frame. The Sanborn map of 1909 shows the exterior as
brick, indicating that the Washington Street facade was bricked over or replaced.

Portions of the first building, (the “Workshop”) including the original cabinet shop, still exist
today. A visible exterior feature of the Workshop are the original doors, facing Jackson Avenue.
These wooden doors were also locally sourced. The stone step into the workshop is likely
locally quarried limestone.
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“Workshop” doors and stone step, 2024 Beidelman blade sign, 2023
—Naperville Preservation, Inc. —Naperville Preservation, Inc.

Another distinctive feature of the Beidelman building is the two-story blade sign that can be seen
by both north and south-bound travelers on Washington Street. Blade signs have been used for
centuries, but became more popular in the 1930s due to improved construction and lighting
techniques. Blade signs are mounted to building façades with a post or pole at an angle
perpendicular to the flow of traffic.

Criteria 5.2.4 That it represents the notable work of a builder, designer or architect whose
individual work has influenced the development of the community; or
Although he demonstrated strong creativity—developing a design for both a furniture store and
funeral parlor—architect/draftsman and Naperville native Irving E. Bentz (1904-1930) did not
have many opportunities to demonstrate his talent. He died in 1930 at the age of 25, with his
funeral service taking place in the building he had recently designed and buried in Naperville
Cemetery.

His obituary noted, “His work as an architect called him into Chicago, but he has left a number
of notable contributions from his ability in this city. Not the least of them is the building in which
we today honor him” (in reference to the Beidelman funeral chapel). Thus, the Beidelman
building is a notable work of an architect whose work influenced the development of Naperville.
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Naperville Clarion June 26, 1930 death announcement and July 3, 1930 obituary
of architect Irving E. Bentz—Beidelman Family Archive

Criteria 5.2.5 That it is included in the National Register of Historic Places
This property is not listed in the National Register of Historic Places, but it is directly adjacent to
Naperville Federal Historic District established in 1977. It was included in the original 1975
proposal for the Historic District (See page 165 or 177 of the 1977 Registry nomination
document).10

10 National Register of Historic Places, Naperville Historic District, DuPage County, Illinois, National Register
#77001516.
https://www.naperville.il.us/contentassets/25f6c4038cbb4daeadbbeab908a467c2/federal-historic-district-documents.pdf
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Location Map: Parcel boundaries are shown in blue with address points inside. The Beidelman PIN
07-13-430-031 being considered for landmark designation is outlined in yellow. All parcels north of
Chicago Ave, including 07-13-430-031, were within the 1975 Historic District proposal. Parcels tinted
brown were ultimately added in 1977 to the Federal Registry. Parcels tinted in aqua were not considered
in 1975 nor included in 1977.
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5c. Significant exterior architectural features
The most significant architectural feature of the 1928 building today are the large, arched chapel
windows. These Gothic style windows reflect the dual history of the building as both a
commercial furniture store and a funeral chapel.

The elevator tower can be seen from the alley on the north side of the building. This was the
first elevator in Naperville, and it still exists intact.

The other original windows remain behind the bricked openings, ideally to be restored.
Obviously, the parapets have been removed, but hopefully will also be restored.

Not original to the 1928 construction, but still historic is the blade sign on the corner of the
building. That sign, installed more than 50 years ago, announces that this is downtown
Naperville.

The wooden doors to the Workshop on Jackson Avenue are original to the 1860s structure.
Although in need of restoration, they are an example of 1860s craftsmanship. Also original is the
limestone step in front of the doorway.

5d. Other reasons and data in support of the proposed
These buildings represent, and are a tribute to, local commercial enterprise in Naperville over
the course of three centuries. They house the oldest and still operating business in DuPage
county—a business that has been operated by the same family for 5 generations in the same
location. The coexistence, evolution, and adaptive reuse of these 19th and 20th adjoined
properties is remarkable and visibly evident. Such adjoined properties are rare and the
opportunity to landmark them for posterity should not be missed.

Little is known about actual construction of the 19th century frame building that was part of
Fredrick Long’s furniture workshop. However, it is featured in a Les Schrader painting. (See
Appendix 1.) The extant single story workshop was originally paired with a two story frame
structure that was removed to allow the construction of the brick building in the 1920s. This
remnant building is important because:
➢ One of few remaining structures from the era in downtown Naperville
➢ Original building on the site of the oldest continuing business in DuPage County
➢ Site where Peter Kroehler began his furniture business, at one time the largest furniture

company in the world.

For the 1928 building, many local businesses were involved in its construction, e.g.:
➢ Irving E. Bentz—architect
➢ John Bentz—General Contractor and Builder
➢ A.H. Beidelman—Mason Contractor

The dual role of the building – furniture store and funeral chapel – represent the
entrepreneurial spirit of the Beidelman family and of Naperville.
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Finally, if landmarked:
➢ They would be the first commercial buildings landmarked in Naperville and only the 5th

landmarked property within Naperville.
➢ The buildings would be more likely to qualify for historic preservation financial

incentives. Please see the following drawing of what the buildings looked like in 1928
and appear in 2024 to illustrate the potential for restoration.
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1928 Washington Street Elevation
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1928 Jackson Street Elevation
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2024 Washington Street Elevation
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2024 Jackson Street Elevation
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6. A plat of survey of the property if available and dated photographs of the
improvement in question.

A plat of survey is not available at this time. Below is a photograph circa 1960. Please also refer
to earlier photographs in the application and in Appendix 1. The Sanborn maps for this parcel are
included in Appendix 5 and the original blueprints for the 1928 building in Appendix 4.

Photograph from page 18 of “Landmarks in Naperville” by Lester Schader—Illinois Digital Archives
The photograph shows the 1928 Beidelman Furniture store as well as its adjoined 19th century building
often referred to as the “workshop”. The photograph is circa 1960. The corner sign has not yet been

added nor the rooflines redone. The “workshop” at this time is pictured on the left with the “glass” sign.

7. Any other information that the applicant deems relevant.

The current Beidelman Furniture store stands proudly on the corner of Washington Street and
Jackson Avenue. It was built in 1928 as both a furniture store and a funeral chapel. The current
building replaced the original Beidelman Furniture store and Undertaking parlor, one of the first
businesses in Naperville, established in 1861 by Frederick Long, an ancestor of the Beidelman
family.
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Attached to the 1928 furniture store building—and part of the same parcel—is the remnant of the
original building constructed by Frederick Long in the 1860s.11 This remnant is documented not
only as Fredrick Long’s workshop, but also as the location of the first place where Peter Kroehler
worked at the Naperville Lounge Company. Kroehler went on to become the Naperville Lounge
Company’s president in 1903 and, in 1915, changed the company's name to the Kroehler
Manufacturing Company, a major employer in Naperville for decades. He also was a Naperville
civic leader and benefactor of the Kroehler YMCA.

The Beidelman’s building has been an important presence in downtown Naperville since its
construction. Because the business was so important to Naperville homes, the Beidelman
Furniture store is integrally linked to the history of Naperville, as is the Beidelman family. A
quick review of the store’s archives reveals the many ties to other longstanding Naperville
businesses.

For decades Beidelman Furniture has been the premier furniture store for Naperville, so it
furnished countless Naperville homes. It was the first retail outlet for Kroehler furniture, as well
as offering many other brands. Generations of Naperville residents grew up with Beidelman
furniture, and today many Naperville homes still proudly feature furniture from Beidelman’s.
During Naperville’s postwar home building boom ushered in by Harold Moser, Beidelman’s
provided chairs, sofas, tables and more to the sprawling new subdivisions of split levels and
ranch houses.

These Beidelman buildings represent 3 centuries of Naperville’s commercial business
enterprises. They represent 2 centuries of commercial building architecture. The same Naperville
pioneer family has been operating the business enterprises for 5 generations.

The Beidelman family members are also important in Naperville’s business and civic
development. The original owner, Fred Long, Oliver Beidelman’s uncle, is well recognized as
one of Naperville’s business leaders in early Histories of DuPage County. He started and
maintained businesses on this site and in Naperville for 50 years prior to the Beidelmans taking
over his trade. Oliver himself was very active in local organizations, including one of the
founders of the local YMCA.

The Beidelman family legacy extends to city government and state recognition for Owen
(“Dutch”) Beidelman (1903-2000) himself. Dutch Beidelman served on the Naperville City
Council for 24 years from 1947 to 1971, a period of tremendous growth and change for
Naperville. The state of Illinois has designated Beidelman’s as a “Centennial Business”. In 2005,
the Daily Herald included Dutch Beidelman on a list of 25 most influential people in Naperville
history.

The adjoined buildings should be designated as a local Naperville landmark

11 City of Naperville. “Page 71” Naperville Heritage Collection (Illinois Digital Archives), n.d.,
http://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/npl/id/1774. 2024-05-30.
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8. Such other information as the Historic Preservation Commission may request
or prescribe from time to time.

As of the date of this landmark designation request, there is not a formal application. We have
tried to provide relevant information and we welcome requests for additional information.
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Appendix 1: Additional Photographs and Documents

“Furniture Store, F. Long, Proprietor, Naperville, ILL”—Combination Atlas Map of DuPage County 1874,
page 20
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Page 18 of “Landmarks in Naperville” by Lester Schader depicting the birthplace of the Kroehler
Lounge Factory
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Holland’s Business Directory of Naperville, ILL., (Holland Publishing Company, Chicago, Illinois, 1886),
p.113.
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Page 18 of “Landmarks in Naperville” by Lester Schader with photograph of the Beidelman Furniture store
circa 1960—the Illinois Digital Archives
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Beidelman Furniture 2020—Source: RealVision (cropped)
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Beidelman “Workshop” 2024—Naperville Preservation, Inc.
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Beidelman “Workshop” in context with neighboring buildings 2024—Naperville Preservation, Inc.
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Beidelman Furniture 2023—Naperville Preservation, Inc.

July 14, 2024 Appendix 1 Additional Photographs and Documents: 38



John Bentz construction estimate 1927—Family Archive
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A .H. Beidelman masonry estimate 1927—Beidelman Family Archive
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Dieter and Getz plumbing estimate 1927—Beidelman Family Archive
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Ritzert Concrete receipt 1927—Beidelman Family Archive

Schrader receipt 1927—Family Archive Electric meter receipt 1928—Family Archive
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Otis elevator receipt 1928—Beidelman Family Archive
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Kieserg plumbing supply receipt 1929 - pg1 Kieserg plumbing repairs receipt 1929
—Beidelman Family Archive —Beidelman Family Archive

Kieserg plumbing supply receipt 1929 - pg2 Shiffler wrecking receipt Jan.1929
—Beidelman Family Archive —Beidelman Family Archive
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Schwartz lumber receipt 1929 - pg 1 Schwartz lumber receipt 1929 - pg 2
—Beidelman Family Archive —Beidelman Family Archive

C. Scherer and Son cabinetry receipt 1929 Advertising receipt College Chronicle
—Beidelman Family Archive 1929—Beidelman Family Archive
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Appendix 2: Beidelman Family

Appendix 2.1 Business Related Family Tree
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Appendix 2.2 Beidelman Family Articles and Obituaries

Frederick Long obituary, Clarion Publications, October 23, 1912.
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Oliver J. Beidelman obituary, Clarion Publications, January 12, 1967.
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“ ‘Dutch’ Beidelman remembered for his fondness for Naperville” Naperville Sun, August 18, 2000. pp 4+
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Illinois Senate Resolution 0386 Lauzen and all senators mourns the death of Owen "Dutch" Beidelman -
pg1—Beidelman Family Archive
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Illinois Senate Resolution 0386 Lauzen and all senators mourns the death of Owen "Dutch" Beidelman -
pg2—Beidelman Family Archive
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Appendix 3: Business History

Timeline for Beidelman Business starting with their uncle, Fred Long
Year Event Source

1861 “The business dates back to 1861 and is the oldest
in DuPage County.”

Naperville Sun, June 14,
2000, p. 4

“Since we only had hearsay to go by amount the
early years of the business, we asked our secretary,
Elizabeth Schmitt, to go to the library and see if she
could get any information from old newspapers. She
found two articles. Both of them stated that the
business was started in 1861, not 1863, as we have
always believed and advertised. That makes us 122
years old, not 120! Had we known this, we could
have celebrated our 120th anniversary in 1981, along
with the town’s Sesquicentennial!”…

“Both of the newspaper accounts were printed in
1911, one on March 11, describing the Golden
Wedding celebration of the Fred Longs, and the
other on June 21, tell of the sale of Long’s furniture
and undertaking business to his nephews, Oliver
and Arthur Beidelman, ‘after 50 years of active
business.’”

“The second story continues – ‘ In 1861 Mr. Long
started the furniture business, occupying the old
Lodge residence south of the river.”

The Naperville Sun section
2, Wednesday, July 27,
1983 p1-2; Skylines by
Genevieve Towsley

“The original name of the business was Fred Long
Furniture and Undertaking. Coffin making was the
business of carpenters until manufactured goods
became widespread at the turn of the century, but
the Beidelmans never left the business”

TribLocal June 26, 2008 p.
16; LOCALBUSINESS

After the
Civil War

“In 1861, Mr. Long started in the furniture business,
occupying the old Lodge residence south of the
river. After the (Civil) war, he purchased property
(northwest corner of Washington and Jackson) and
erected the building where he has since been
serving the public acceptably.”

The Naperville Sun section
2, Wednesday, July 27,
1983 p1-2; Skylines by
Genevieve Towsley
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Year Event Source

1870 “In 1870 Mr. Long added undertaking to his
business activities…”

The Naperville Sun section
2, Wednesday, July 27,
1983 p1-2; Skylines by
Genevieve Towsley

1881 “In 1881 Mr. Long started a lounge company and
conducted it until it became too large for the
quarters in his building.”

The Naperville Sun section
2, Wednesday, July 27,
1983 p1-2; Skylines by
Genevieve Towsley

1887 “The Naperville Manufacturing Company.”
“For several years Fred Long has been making
lounges that is, has been purchasing the frame part
of a Chicago firm and upholstering them here at
home. Not long since he learned that the person of
whom he bought the frames intended to quit the
business, not because it did not pay, but for other
good and sufficient reasons, and that the machinery
could be purchased at a fair price. This fact he
reported to several of the business men of
Naperville, and after considering the matter they
proposed the formation of a stock company for the
manufacture of lounge frames and other articles in
daily demand among the human family.”
“Next Monday evening the first regular meeting of
the stockholders will be held in Scott’s Hall, for the
purpose of electing directors and transacting other
business.”

The Naperville Clarion,
December 14, 1887, p1

“New Illinois Corporations.”
“The Naperville Manufacturing Company of
Naperville; capital stock $20,000 to make furniture
and all kinds of wood-work; incorporators, M.
Brown, A. MeS. Riddler, Fred Long.”

Chicago Daily Tribune,
December 7, 1887, p11

1889 “Fred Long found his upholstering business
increasing so rapidly that more room was needed;
and in order to accommodate an increasing force of
workmen and provide storage, concluded to add a
fifty-foot annex to his building.”

The Naperville Clarion,
May 1, 1889, p4
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Year Event Source

1890 “Frederick Long’s new building, which is to be used
for upholstering purposes, is nearing completion.”

The Naperville Clarion,
October 15, 1890, p8

1892 “In 1892 the Naperville Lounge Company was
formed, with Mr. Long and Prof. J. L. Nichols as
original stakeholders, A. G. Yost, John Kraushar,
Willard Scott and P. E. Kroehler later being added
to the list. The factory was then moved to the old
skating rink in Jefferson avenue.”

The Naperville Clarion,
June 21, 1911, p1

1893 The Naperville Lounge company at Naperville has
been incorporated with a capital stock of $ 10,000 ,
for the manufacture of furniture.

True Republican, March 8,
1893,p3

1897 “The Naperville Lounge factory, at Naperville,
certified a name change to the “Naperville Lounge
company.”

Chicago Daily Tribune,
December 7, 1897, p10

1897, 1899 In 1897 the factory moved to the present site near
the depot and Mr. Long sold his interest in 1899. He
has always taken considerable pride in the fact that
he was the originator of the Naperville Lounge
Company.

The Naperville Clarion,
June 21, 1911, p1
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Year Event Source

1911 “After fifty years of active business life Mr. Fred
Long has disposed of his furniture and undertaking
establishment and will enjoy a well earned rest.”

“The new firm will be known as Beidelman
Brothers—Oliver J. Beidelman and Arthur R.
Beidelman being the members.
O. J. Beidelman was with Mr. Long for the last
thirteen years and is familiar with the various
departments of the business of which he is now part
owner. He is also a graduate of the Chicago College
of Embalming and is a licensed embalmer of this
state.
A. R. Beidelman is a practical man in the furniture
line having had three years experience with the
Naperville Lounge Co., was with Mr. Long for three
years, and was salesman for L. C. Willard of
Belvidere for a number of years. He is also a
graduate of the Chicago College of Embalming.”

The Naperville Clarion,
June 21, 1911, p1

“The furniture store was 50 years old when
Beidelman’s father, Oliver, bought the business
from his uncle in 1911. Working at the story with
some of his nine brothers and sisters gave
Beidelman a chance to know the people who called
Naperville home”
When you had the only furniture store in town,
people were bound to have some business to do
there,’ Beidelman said. ‘There was no one else to
buy from, so I guess we saw just about everybody.’”

“the business no longer doubles as a funeral parlor,
as it did when Beidelman was a youth.
‘Cabinetmakers naturally made coffins, tool’
Heitmanek said. ‘When someone died, Dutch would
ride out in the buggy to help get them.’

Chicago Tribune Article
Weds April 30, 1997 (pp1-2
Section 2)
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Year Event Source

“Beidelman’s Furniture has been a family-owned
institution in Naperville since 1911, when Oliver J.
Beidelman bought the store. He bought the store
from his uncle, Fred Long.”

Beacon-News Aurora, IL
Thursday, Dec. 14,
1978-Section A, p. 10

1928 “The building on the corner of Jackson Avenue and
Washington Street was erected in 1928.”

Naperville Sun, June 14,
2000, p. 4

1920s “Oliver J. Beidelman, decided to build the
company’s current home. During the year it took to
construct the 3-story, high-ceilinged brick building,
Beidelman had the smaller store moved out into the
middle of Jackson Avenue, where all traffic was
forced to flow around it. After the building was
finished in 1928, the small store was demolished,
but in that time the city, almost unbelievably,
received not a single complaint.” (Beidelman
Heimanek recalled)

TribLocal June 26, 2008 p.
16; LOCALBUSINESS

1928 “Oliver built the brick building that now stands on
the same site in 1928. The sign above the door said
‘Furniture and Undertaking’. Both professions ran
in the family.”

Chicago Tribune Article
Weds April 30, 1997 (pp1-2
Section 2)

Depression
years

“the Depression years were a low point for the
furniture business, but Oliver Beidelman’s business
sense kept things afloat. Dutch Beidelman said he
helped the business survive the lean times by
learning repair work. No one was buying new
things, so Beidelman became an expert at fixing
items like windows.”

“The Beidelman Furniture Store was the first dealer
of Kroehler Furniture in the country. The company
started in buildings behind the Beidelman Store, as
the Kroehler Lounge Factory.”

Chicago Tribune Article
Weds April 30, 1997 (pp1-2
Section 2)
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Year Event Source

1950s “’Early on when the business first started we were a
furniture store but we did a lot more than furniture –
we were a dry goods store really. We sold
everything you would put in your home. We sold
appliances until the late 1950s’ Beidelman
Heimanek said. ,

TribLocal June 26, 2008 p.
16; LOCALBUSINESS

Early
1960s

“Erected in the early ’60s and scripted in green,
block letter on a white background, the vertical sign
bears a family name, nine letters long, that heralds’
visitors from the south to downtown Naperville and
represents a store around which a city flourished.”

TribLocal June 26, 2008 p.
16; LOCALBUSINESS

1966 “Owen ‘lDutch’ Beidelman buys the business and
buildings from Oliver, his father.”

Naperville Sun, June 14,
2000, p. 4

Owen “Dutch” Beidelman, Oliver’s son, took over
the store and funeral parlor in 1966.”
“Two other sons, Wilbur and Oliver were also
funeral directors.”

Chicago Tribune Article
Weds April 30, 1997 (pp1-2
Section 2)

1968 “Coffin making was the business of carpenters until
manufactured goods became widespread at the turn
of the century, but the Beidelmans never left the
business even after 1968 when they closed the
chapel next to the furniture store in a space now
occupied by Penzeys Spice.”

TribLocal June 26, 2008 p.
16; LOCALBUSINESS

“The store’s history is undoubtedly part of its
charm. Along with the oversized retro sign, the
emporium’s elevator, secured by a heavy metal
door, and its back delivery area, that juts out onto
the sidewalk, have been grandfathered in by the
city.”

TribLocal June 26, 2008 p.
16; LOCALBUSINESS

1985 “The Beidelman Funeral Home is now on Van
Buren Avenue, where it was moved 12 years ago.”

Chicago Tribune Article
Weds April 30, 1997 (pp1-2
Section 2)
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Year Event Source

2000 “Historic Furniture Store Downsizing:
Lana and John Heitmanek believe they've saved the
historic Beidelman Furniture store from
redevelopment. But to finance the preservation, they
need to do a little redeveloping of their own. As a
result, the furniture store will downsize to
accommodate three new tenants.”

“The Heitmaneks bought the building from the
estate of Lana’s 97-year-old father, Owen ‘Dutch’
Beidelman, who bought the business from his father
in the 1960s. The business dates back to 1861 and is
the oldest in DuPage County.”

Naperville Sun, June 14,
2000, p. 4

2008 “they closed the chapel next to the furniture store in
a space now occupied by Penzeys Spice.”

“and while big box retailers have flocked to
downtown Naperville in the last 15 years or so,
Beidelman Heitmanek doesn’t give them much
pause. ‘I think people are almost getting tired of the
way things are homogenized,’ she said. ‘People are
really looking for individual taste and because we
have so many companies that we deal with, we can
cover a great price and style range.’”

TribLocal June 26, 2008 p.
16; LOCALBUSINESS
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Frederick Long Sells his Business Interests, Clarion Publications, June 21, 1911.
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Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints

July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 60



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 61



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 62



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 63



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 64



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 65



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 66



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 67



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 68



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 69



July 14, 2024 Appendix 4: 1928 Beidelman Building Original Blueprints 70



Appendix 5: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

Overview of Naperville from the 1886 Sanborn Fire Map
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Overview of Naperville from the 1926 Sanborn Fire Map
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Northwest Corner of Washington & Jackson (PIN 07-13-430-031) from the 1886 Sanborn Fire Map

Northwest Corner of Washington & Jackson (PIN 07-13-430-031) from the 1892 Sanborn Fire Map
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Northwest Corner of Washington & Jackson (PIN 07-13-430-031) from the 1898 Sanborn Fire Map

Northwest Corner of Washington & Jackson (PIN 07-13-430-031) from the 1909 Sanborn Fire Map
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Northwest Corner of Washington & Jackson (PIN 07-13-430-031) from the 1921 Sanborn Fire Map

Northwest Corner of Washington & Jackson (PIN 07-13-430-031) from the 1926 Sanborn Fire M
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